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FILED 
Date  _____________ 

Time _____________ 

Clerk  ____________ 

Comm. Amdt. ______ 

__________________ 

by deleting all language after the caption of the introduced resolution and by substituting instead 

the following: 
 

 WHEREAS, action recently taken by the Georgia General Assembly calls into question 

the border between the State of Tennessee and the State of Georgia; and 

 WHEREAS, the Georgia General Assembly has passed legislation claiming a boundary 

dispute between Georgia and Tennessee at the 35th Parallel and proposing to settle such 

dispute by the creation of a Boundary Line Commission composed of legislators from both 

States; and 

 WHEREAS, the Georgia General Assembly claims that erroneous surveys conducted in 

1818 and 1826 have deprived Georgia of access to the Tennessee River; and 

 WHEREAS, this General Assembly realizes that the Tennessee-Georgia boundary has 

been well established for nearly 200 years, and that there is no valid reason for Tennessee to 

revisit this issue; and 

 WHEREAS, in addition to the doctrine of adverse possession, in which long-term 

possession of real property trumps survey boundaries, all other pertinent legal precedent favors 

the State of Tennessee; and 

 WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court, the highest court in the land, has held in 

Oklahoma vs. Texas that there is a “general principle of public law” that, as between States, a 

“long acquiescence in the possession of territory under a claim of right and in the exercise of 

dominion and sovereignty over it, is conclusive of the rightful authority” and has held in Georgia 

vs. South Carolina that “long acquiescence in the practical location of an interstate boundary, 
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and possession in accordance therewith, often has been used as an aid in resolving boundary 

disputes” between States; and 

 WHEREAS, this General Assembly understands that original jurisdiction in boundary 

disputes between the several States of this great nation resides with the United States Supreme 

Court; and 

 WHEREAS, this General Assembly is presently considering substantive measures to 

address Tennessee’s water supply and water shortages; and 

 WHEREAS, it is this General Assembly's duty to protect the borders and waters of our 

State for present and future generations of Tennesseans; now, therefore 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that on behalf of the State of Tennessee and all Tennesseans, this General 

Assembly respectfully declines to participate in the Boundary Line Commission proposed by the 

Georgia General Assembly, or any similar commission established for such purpose. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is the sense of this General Assembly that the 

Tennessee-Georgia boundary has been legally established since 1818.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that enrolled copies of this resolution be delivered to the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate of the Georgia 

General Assembly. 

 


